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Celebrity status yields charity action

From traveling the world to playing gigs, many celebrities parlay fame into opportunities
to help others. The charity work means even more when it grows out of a personal
connection, as these four celebrities found.

Among places to find more information on celebrities and charities:

Looktothestars.org. The site allows users to find out which charities their favorite
celebrities support, offering interviews and news updates. Users can search the site's
database by cause, celebrity or charity.

GivingBack.org. The Giving Back Fund encourages and advises entertainers and
athletes on establishing charities. It also produces and annual list of top celebrity
donors. The fund is preparing case histories on celebrity philanthropists, which it plans
to post online.

TheCreativeCoalition.org. The coalition is composed of celebrities who lobby for
various causes, particularly First Amendment issuess, education and the arts.
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Recipients have included a
Las Vegas special-
education teacher who
started a homework and
soccer program, an Oregon
fire department
administrator whose
division needed a Jaws of
Life and a Miami nun who
needed 40 projectors for
her high school.

Halfway to her goal by
August, Jones dedicated
September to teachers and
began giving away a grant
a day to schools.

"These are their dreams,
and I'm just helping them to

achieve their goals and help
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Jones, who reads every
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updates on her website.
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name, the band boasts
an all-star lineup of TV
actors, with Grunberg on
the drums, Teri Hatcher
(Desperate Housewives)
and Bob Guiney
(formerly of The
Bachelor, now on TLC's
Date My House) as the
main vocalists, Hugh
Laurie (House) on
keyboard, Jesse
Spencer (House) on
violin and James Denton
(Desperate Housewives)
on guitar.

The members donate all
performance proceeds to
their favorite charities.
For Grunberg, that
charity is the Epilepsy
Foundation. "My oldest
son has epilepsy, and |
saw this band as a
wonderful vehicle to help
raise money," Grunberg
says on the band's
website.

Next up for the band? Its
first performance DVD,
Hoggin' All the Covers, to
be released on
Amazon.com this fall

with a portion of the
proceeds going to
charity.
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